








10  ••  The Conservation Fund

When TCF purchased the Big River and Salmon 
Creek forests in 2006,  we entered into a 
Memorandum of Understanding with the project 
funders — State Water Resources Control Board, 
the California State Coastal Conservancy and 
the Wildlife Conservation Board — to outline the 
intended forest management of the property.

In May 2024, the MOU was replaced with 
conservation easements. TCF conveyed the 
Big River Forest and the Salmon Creek Forest 
conservation easements covering the entire 
16,363 acres to the Mendocino Land Trust. Forest 
Management Plans have been updated and 
prepared for both forests. Big River and Salmon 
Creek forests will continue to be managed as 
working forests that will maintain and enhance 
habitat for the northern spotted owl, coho Salmon 
and steelhead trout by increasing structural 
diversity, high canopy closure, late seral forest 
characteristics, and maturity of the riparian forests 
that promote and restore cold-water fi sheries. 
The Mendocino Land Trust will be responsible for 
monitoring activities on the properties, ensuring 
that the conservation easement provisions 
are followed and that forest management is 
consistent with the Forest Management Plans.

 In July 2024, the Mendocino Land Trust and 
The Conservation Fund hosted a gathering of 
staff and stakeholders on the Big River Forest to 
celebrate the conclusion of the year-long process 
of completing the conservation easement and  
Forest Management Plan. 
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Contact Us
Please see our website for more information on the North Coast Forest Conservation Initiative: conservationfund.org.
Detailed monitoring reports are also available by topic from our offi ce in Caspar, CA:

Attention Holly Newberger, North Coast Program Manager
14951A Caspar Road | Caspar, CA 95420
707-962-0712 | hnewberger@conservationfund.org
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