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October 7, 2015 
 
The Honorable Rob Bishop    The Honorable Raul Grijalva  
United States House of Representatives   United States House of Representatives 
1203 Longworth House Office Building   2108 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515     Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Tom McClintock   The Honorable Niki Tsongas  
United States House of Representatives   United States House of Representatives 
123 Cannon House Office Building   1511 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515     Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Chairman Bishop, Ranking Member Grijalva, Chairman McClintock, and Ranking Member 
Tsongas: 
 
On behalf of our respective organizations, we urge you to amend or change the language in the 
Sportsmen’s Heritage Access and Recreational Enhancement (SHARE) Act (H.R. 2406) at Title IX 
regarding the Federal Land Transaction Facilitation Act (FLTFA) in order to ensure that FLTFA remains 
a “land for land” program, the successful model that provided a critical tool to western lands from 2000-
2011.  
 
We appreciate that FLTFA reauthorization is included in the SHARE Act, and hope to work with you to 
truly reinstate FLTFA, an important western land management tool for the eleven western states and 
Alaska that allows strategic Bureau of Land Management lands to be sold for higher and better uses and 
the proceeds from those land sales to protect high priority conservation lands.  Unfortunately, in the 
markup text, this “land for land” approach is undermined by allowing FLTFA proceeds to be directed to 
either land purchases or deferred maintenance. We find it problematic that the legislation authorizes up to 
100 percent of the Federal Land Disposal Account (43 U.S.C. 2305(c)) to be directed to deferred 
maintenance.  This revision means funding is no longer guaranteed for land conservation, and 
conservation could receive zero dollars. We oppose this concept and such drastic changes to FLTFA.  We 
cannot abandon what works.  FLTFA has a proven track-record and significant bipartisan support.   
 
We support the successful FLTFA concept that ensures at least 80 percent of the Federal Land Disposal 
Account is directed to land purchases, the “land for land” model that made FLTFA successful before.  We 
urge Congress to amend or change the language so that the legislation ensures at least 80 percent for the 
“land for land” model, rather than leaving the proceed distribution uncertain and open-ended.   



 
Unless the language is changed, there is no guarantee that FLTFA will be a program that provides 
increased access for hunting and fishing, preserves cultural resources, conserves water and critical habitat, 
allows local economies to thrive, and protects our nation’s special places.  FLTFA helps resolve the 
checkerboard of public and private lands in the West by consolidating these lands and reducing costs.  
FLTFA is too important to leave open-ended and to chance.  The legislation should ensure “land for land” 
implementation. 
  
Sincerely,
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