
Our Impact 

600,000+
acres under conservation 

management 
 

32
projects across 17 states

Working Forest Fund
Forestry

What We Offer
WFF is the only fund of its kind. We acquire and permanently protect 

ecologically significant forestland, applying expert management 

and restoration. Our model is to offer a dedicated source of bridge 

capital and attract any additional funds needed to buy the forest. We 

then secure funds to place a working forest conservation easement, 

which ensures sustainable harvests and restricts the subdivision or 

conversion of land for non-forest uses. We implement sustainable forest 

management plans, creating or preserving local jobs. Finally, we return 

the forestland to private ownership or public agency stewardship, 

maintaining the forests’ natural resources and the jobs that depend  

upon them.  

“

America faces an urgent conservation challenge: 

the loss of our last big, intact, privately-held forests. 

Today, more than 45 million acres of these forests are 

at risk of fragmentation and conversion to other uses 

due to short-term financial interests. 
To meet the pressing need for forestland conservation, we pioneered 

the Working Forest Fund (WFF) as a dedicated source of conservation 

capital and timberland expertise to quickly acquire threatened forests 

with high conservation value. While we own, restore and sustainably 

manage these lands as working forests, we collaborate with our 

conservation partners to permanently protect them with sufficient 

funding over multiple years. Our goal is to ensure these forests can 

maintain their vital role in providing clean air and water, wildlife habitat 

and economic benefits for communities across America. 
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” 
The threat to America’s 

working forests is one of the 

most overlooked and urgent 

environmental stories of our 

time. If we don’t protect this 

crucial part of our ecosystem 

now, we may never be able to 

put the pieces back together.

Lisa Jackson

Vice President of Environment 

Policy and Social Initiatives 

Apple Inc.
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About The Conservation Fund 
At The Conservation Fund, we make 

conservation work for America. 

By creating solutions that make 

environmental and economic sense, 

we are redefining conservation to 

demonstrate its essential role in our 

future prosperity. Top-ranked for 

efficiency and effectiveness, we have 

worked in all 50 states since 1985 to 

protect over 8 million acres of land. 
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Projects at a Glance

Brunswick Forest, North Carolina and Reed Forest, Maine. In 2015, 

Apple committed to protecting and creating as much sustainable working 

forest as is needed to produce the paper in its product packaging. 

Together, Apple and the Fund are protecting over 36,000 acres of 

working forest in the eastern U.S. Keeping these working forests intact 

will ensure continued fiber production and protect jobs and recreational 

opportunities.

Brule-St. Croix Legacy Forest. In 2015, The Conservation Fund and our 

partners completed the largest land conservation effort in Wisconsin 

history, securing a working forest conservation easement on 67,205 

acres. The easement protects nearly 14 miles of tributaries and streams 

and approximately 83 small lakes and ponds located within the 

headwaters of the St. Croix and Bois Brule Rivers.

North Coast Forest Conservation Initiative. The redwoods along 

California’s North Coast are among America’s favorite forests, yet 

decades of aggressive harvesting and development have left this 

landscape diminished, with heavy impact on the unique species that call 

it home. Since 2004, the Fund has worked with our partners to conserve 

125,000 acres of critical forests and skillfully manage both forest growth 

and harvest to ensure that these forests remain viable ecosystems for 

generations to come.

© Coldsnap Photography

©Stacy Funderburke

© Stephen Joseph

Our Goal 
5M
acres of working forest of highest 

conservation value and significant 

ecological impact.

We seek to purchase and 

permanently protect these 

working forests by working with 

private and public partners to 

secure additional revolving bridge 

capital. We will meet this urgent 

conservation challenge together 

with corporate, foundation and 

investor funding. 


