
Our Services
Community engagement: visioning, 
facilitation, capacity building, 
economic analysis 

Collaborative training courses:  
design, development, delivery 

Small grants program: for  
partners, and for project delivery  
 
Conservation planning: GIS 
mapping, analysis, optimization, 
ecosystem service valuation 

Watershed planning: nutrient 
reduction strategies, integrated 
water management 
 
Research on sustainable seafood: 
aquaculture engineering 

Sustainable Programs

Our Approach
Our goal is to create enduring conservation solutions that address the 

most pressing social, environmental and economic challenges we face 

today. We work with both traditional and non-traditional conservation 

partners to create environmental solutions that improve the livelihoods 

of all Americans. We offer a variety of services, with a particular focus 

on: food systems, urban conservation, rural economic development, 

protecting water quality, and mitigating the impact of energy and other 

infrastructure development to ensure the protection of high-priority 

wildlife habitat, clean water and recreation areas.  

 

The Conservation Fund is dedicated to making 

conservation work for America. The Fund’s Sustainable 

Programs redefine conservation by promoting the sustainable use of 

natural resources to ensure healthy natural systems, vibrant communities 

and thriving economies.   
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Programs  
We create customize conservation solutions that achieve results. Our  

integrated approach is carried out through a set of mutually reinforcing  

programs that help communities envision and realize comprehensive, lasting  

conservation solutions that achieve both environmental and economic goals:
 

Conservation Leadership Network brings together community, government, and corporate leaders to forge 

collaborative conservation solutions that balance nature and commerce at a local, state, regional and national scale.  
 

Freshwater Institute specializes in the technology, development, design and production of aquaculture systems to 

achieve the complementary goals of environmental sustainability, human health and economic vitality. 

Resourceful Communities works closely with grassroots organizations and networks to create and implement 

opportunities for preserving the rural landscape that provide economic and social benefits to underserved 

communities. 

Strategic Conservation Planning provides state-of-the-art geographic information system mapping, analysis and 

decision-making models that inform strategic, cost-effective conservation and green infrastructure plans in major 

cities, rural areas, watersheds, and even multi-state regions.  
 

Midwest Program Initiatives in Milwaukee, Ann Arbor and the Saginaw Bay work to protect and restore working lands, 

such as farms and forests, that provide critical ecological services, including flood mitigation and water purification.

 



“
About The Conservation Fund 
At The Conservation Fund, we make 

conservation work for America. 

By creating solutions that make 

environmental and economic sense, 

we are redefining conservation to 

demonstrate its essential role in our 

future prosperity. Top-ranked for 

efficiency and effectiveness, we have 

worked in all 50 states since 1985 to 

protect nearly 8 million acres of land.

Will Allen 
Vice President 

Conservation Planning  

and Integrated Services 

wallen@conservationfund.org

919-967-2248

Projects at a Glance

Sustainable Seafood. As the seafood industry seeks to find solutions to 
overfishing and a growing consumer demand for fish, the Freshwater 
Institute is showing that local, safe and traceable seafood systems 
are possible. Using land-based, recirculating aquaculture systems, the 
Institute is sustainably producing salmon that consumers can feel good 
about, while minimizing environmental impact and waste.

Strategic Mitigation of Impacts to Natural and Cultural Resources.  
When the Williams energy company decided to go beyond compensatory 
mitigation requirements to protect resources and communities around 
a new pipeline project, they worked with The Conservation Fund to 
identify key natural resources most in need of restoration. With $2.5 
million in funding, this innovative environmental stewardship program is 
implementing 17 restoration projects that benefit wildlife, water quality and 
recreation in central and southeastern Pennsylvania.

Green and Gray Infrastructure Working Together. As the Milwaukee 
metro area continues to grow, development overtaking the surrounding 
wetlands increases risks of major flooding and overflowing sewage 
systems. The Greenseams project addresses this issue by protecting 
and restoring an area of wetlands that can hold an estimated 1.3 billion 
gallons of water—approximately 2,000 Olympic-sized swimming pools.
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The Conservation Fund’s 

trusted relationships with 

communities and proven 

experience in conservation 

have helped our company 

make a positive difference in 

support of the communities 

we serve. We’re honored to 

work with the Fund and excited 

by the success we’ve seen 

in our programs together to 

bring healthy foods to local 

communities.

Tori Kaplan

Assistant Vice President of 

Corporate Social Responsibility 

CSX
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