
Strategic Conservation Planning
Green Infrastructure

Our Impact

40
states where we have delivered 

green infrastructure services

19
states where we have  

completed statewide  

green infrastructure  

network mapping

3
of the country’s largest 

metropolitan areas use  

our greenspace plans:  

Los Angeles, Chicago,  

and Houston

Our Approach
We bring strategic conservation expertise to government leaders, 

industries and communities across the country to achieve the multiple 

benefits from investing in clean air, clean water, habitat, climate resilience 

and adaptation, and community livability. We help communities identify 

their conservation priorities and goals, and we recommend high-impact 

and cost-effective implementation strategies that help build the capacity 

of communities to fulfill their conservation visions. 

Through the use of sophisticated planning and mapping analysis tools, 

we strategically evaluate areas for land protection and stewardship as 

well as identify opportunities to integrate planning for green and gray 

infrastructure. 

 

Our projects illustrate our strategic focus on the following themes: 

urban/metropolitan sustainability; green infrastructure plans; food 

security and farmland protection; climate resiliency; water resources;  

and strategic mitigation.

Achieving environmental and economic goals often 

requires solving complex problems. That’s why 

creating practical approaches that balance natural 

systems with the built environment is essential for 

livable communities.  

Our Strategic Conservation Planning team thinks big and offers solutions 

that government leaders, conservationists, and others need to create 

systemic and lasting environmental solutions—in major cities, watersheds 

and even multi-state regions. Strategic conservation makes economic 

sense—establishing an environmental legacy for future generations in the 

most efficient and cost-effective manner.
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About The Conservation Fund 
At The Conservation Fund, we make 

conservation work for America. 

By creating solutions that make 

environmental and economic sense, 

we are redefining conservation to 

demonstrate its essential role in our 

future prosperity. Top-ranked for 

efficiency and effectiveness, we have 

worked in all 50 states since 1985 to 

protect nearly 8 million acres  

of land. 
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Projects at a Glance

Green Infrastructure Vision for Cameron County, Texas. Located deep in 

the Rio Grande Valley, Cameron County, Texas, is a hidden gem of natural 

treasures, from world-renowned birding to one of the last remining 

ocelot populations in the United States, among many others. When the 

county wanted to boost their nature-based economy, they turned to 

The Conservation Fund to develop a Green Infrastructure Vision that will 

support both ecotourism and economic vitality in the Lower Rio Grande 

Valley. The vision maps local conservation priorities and highlights 

actions that can support a nature-based economy.  

Green Infrastructure Strategy for Lake County, Illinois. When the Lake 

County Forest Preserve District completed its 100-Year Vision Plan to 

protect its abundant natural resources, they turned to The Conservation 

Fund to help make their vision a reality. The Fund led the development 

of a Green Infrastructure Strategy that established a common vision for 

the various agencies, organizations, corporations and citizens involved in 

preserving the best of Lake County.

” “Ann Arbor’s citizens decided to 
proactively protect their surrounding 

land. This innovative approach to 
development rights purchases has 

made them a national leader in 
strategic conservation.

Ruth Thornton

Manager

Ann Arbor Greenbelt Program

Keeping Ann Arbor’s Greenbelt Growing. In 2003, in response to 

tremendous development pressure around Ann Arbor, Michigan, the 

City of Ann Arbor established the Greenbelt program. Working with The 

Conservation Fund, the Greenbelt program has since helped curb the 

effects of suburban sprawl and preserve the natural beauty and character 

that make Ann Arbor special. Through land acquisition and conservation 

easements, the program to date has protected and linked more than 

5,000 acres of city parks, natural areas and surrounding farmland.
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