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At The Conservation Fund we combine a passion for conservation 
with an entrepreneurial spirit to protect your favorite places before 
they become just a memory. We have protected over seven million 
acres across America, in all 50 states. And we’ve done that with a 
deep commitment to conservation that makes economic sense. 
 
Our Natural Capital Investment Fund (NCIF) provides capital 
to small and emerging natural resource-based businesses. Our 
investments support business expansion, create employment 
opportunities, advance sustainable economic development and 
develop the rural tax base. 
 
NCIF's business clients are located throughout North Carolina, 
West Virginia, the Appalachian region of Ohio, Kentucky, 
Tennesssee, and Virginia and have limited access to capital 
from traditional sources. In addition to providing critical, timely 
financing, NCIF provides targeted technical assistance to build 
the non-financial capacity of our clients.  
 
NCIF is an approved U.S. Department of Agriculture Intermediary 
Program Relender and B&I Guarantee Lender.
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Corinna Wood, The President of Red Moon Herbs, formed the first Women’s 
Herbal Conference in the Southeast in 2005. As the conference grew, she was 
unable to manage it alone and fund it internally. NCIF partnered with her to 
provide a loan that allowed the conference to turn a profit for the first time,  
and draw visitors to the Black Mountain NC region—creating new jobs in  
the area.  
 

Founded on the experience of four generations of Italian bakers, Annie's 
Naturally Bakery uses organic and all-natural ingredients to keep tradition alive. 
With our support, Annie’s expanded into a bigger space with solar power, hired 
eight new employees, and made increased sales a piece of cake. 
 

. 

In 2005 the four founders of FLS Energy had an idea—to make solar energy 
mainstream. They roughed out a business plan and set up shop in an old broiler 
room of a manufacturing plant. But the plan lacked one major piece of the 
puzzle—capital. NCIF stepped in and provided the flexible finance they needed 
to set goals and hire staff. Six years later they have over 80 employees all while 
building a greener future for the rest of us, thanks to the company’s non-
polluting solar thermal systems, which heat water for commercial clients. 

                          

In order for independent farmers like Curtis and Jacqueline Branch of C&J Farm 
to succeed, they need to receive competitive, stable prices for their crops. 
NCIF helped make this happen when we partnered with the North Carolina 
Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation Trust Fund. We provided 
microloans that enabled limited-resource farmers to purchase new grain bins at 
an affordable price—allowing them to sell the grain at a time when grain prices 
are up. The Trust Fund has provided NCIF with the funding for grain bin cost 
share grants for 20 farmers. It’s strategies like this that helps small, sustainably 
minded businesses flourish.
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America is full of entrepreneurs—people with fresh ideas, energy and a commitment to  
finding solutions. We put this ambition to work for conservation by supporting business and 
nonprofit entrepreneurs who make the most of our natural resources in sustainable ways. 
Here are some examples of the impact our loans have made for people and communities:

Since 2001 NCIF has provided nearly $7 million in loans and 7,000 hours of technical  

assistance to more than 350 small businesses that use natural resources sustainably.  

How can NCIF help you? Find out more at www.ncifund.org


