Conservation Services
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The Conservation Fund is dedicated to
making conservation work for America.
The Fund’s Conservation Services redefine
conservation by promoting the sustainable use of
natural resources to ensure healthy natural systems,
vibrant communities and thriving economies.

Our Services

Strategy & Implementation
Community Programs
Sustainable Solutions

Our Approach
Our goal is to create enduring conservation solutions
that address the most pressing social, environmental
and economic challenges we face today. We work
with both traditional and non-traditional conservation
partners to create solutions that improve the
livelihoods of all Americans. We offer a variety of
services, with a particular focus on: food systems,
urban conservation, rural economic development,
protecting water quality, adapting to changing
climate, and mitigating for infrastructure development
to ensure the protection of high-priority wildlife
habitat, clean water and recreation areas.
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Land-based, recirculating
aquaculture system
technology. ©Freshwater
Institute

Trees NC provides environmental education and youth
leadership programs. ©Olivia Jackson

Communities map their
assets at the Balancing
Nature and Commerce
workshop. ©Whitney
Flanagan

The Greenseams flood management program helps
reduce pollution to keep Milwaukee’s rivers clean.
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Conservation Services: Our Programs
We create customized conservation and economic development solutions
that achieve lasting results. Our integrated approach is carried out by
mutually reinforcing programs that help communities envision and realize
comprehensive, enduring conservation solutions that achieve both
environmental and economic goals.
Conservation Leadership Network brings together community,
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government and corporate leaders to forge collaborative
conservation solutions that balance nature and commerce at
a local, state, regional and national scale. It now includes the
Conservation Finance Network, which advances land and
resource conservation by expanding the use of innovative and
effective funding and financing strategies. Contact: Katie Allen
(kallen@conservationfund.org, 304-876-7925)
Freshwater Institute specializes in the technology, design
and production of aquaculture systems to achieve the
complementary goals of environmental sustainability, human
health and economic vitality. Contact: Joe Hankins
(jhankins@conservationfund.org, 304-876-2815)
Resourceful Communities program creates opportunities that
preserve the rural landscape, strengthen local economies and
celebrate our partner communities’ unique cultures, with an
emphasis on Appalachia and the Southeastern United States.
Mikki Sager (msager@conservationfund.org, 919-967-2978)
Strategic Conservation provides state-of-the-art geospatial
mapping, analysis and decision-making models that inform
strategic, cost-effective conservation, climate/water
sustainability, and green infrastructure plans in major cities,
rural areas, watersheds, and multi-state regions. The team
also works on the ground to protect and restore wetlands,
forests and working farms that provide green infrastructure
and enhance critical ecological services, including flood
mitigation, water purification and healthy food. Contact: Will
Allen (wallen@conservationfund.org, 919-967-2248)
The Fund’s Conservation Services have long been recognized for our
leadership at multiple levels—local, regional, national and international—
in redefining conservation to meet our partners’ economic, environmental,
leadership and community goals. Our teams help landowners, communities,
businesses, nonprofits and government entities leverage technology,
training, funding and other resources to advance conservation that is both
relevant and meaningful, ensuring that conservation works for America.

“

The Grants Program for Transporting Healthy Food
helps distribute fresh, healthy food to communities
in need. ©Gardening the Community

The Conservation Fund’s
trusted relationships with
communities and proven
experience in conservation
have helped our company
make a positive difference in
support of the communities
we serve. We’re honored to
work with the Fund and excited
by the success we’ve seen
in our programs together to
bring healthy foods to local
communities.
Tori Kaplan

”
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About The Conservation Fund
At The Conservation Fund, we make
conservation work for America.
By creating solutions that make
environmental and economic sense,
we are redefining conservation to
demonstrate its essential role in our
future prosperity. Top-ranked for
efficiency and effectiveness, we have
worked in all 50 states since 1985 to
protect nearly 8 million acres
of land.

Will Allen
Vice President
Conservation Services
wallen@conservationfund.org
919-967-2248
The Conservation Leadership Network works with gateway communities to use their
natural assets to foster sustainable economic development. ©Kenneth Sponsler

