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At The Conservation Fund,  
we understand that the environment and economy must work in 
harmony together in order to create a sustainable future. By working 
with the public and private sectors, we have been able to combine 
a passion for conservation with an entrepreneurial spirit to protect 
your favorite places before they become just a memory. We have 
protected over seven million acres across America, in all 50 states. 
And we’ve done that with a deep commitment to conservation that 
also makes economic sense. 
 
Our Conservation Leadership Network is an excellent example. 
Our team of experts brings diverse professionals together to forge 
conservation solutions. We help community, government and 
corporate leaders plan for the future, connect regions, develop 
leaders, and balance nature and commerce. Since 1998, more than 
9,000 people have participated in Conservation Leadership  
Network programs.  
 
“The Conservation Fund has shown great professionalism in 
facilitating meetings between our company, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, and state representatives. We look forward to working with 
them….as we continue to find innovative methods for conducting our 
business while protecting the environment.” —Rick Hall, Jr., Principal, 
Natural Resource Sustainability, NiSource Gas Transmission and 
Storage.

Contact Us 
Kris Hoellen 
Director,  
Conservation Leadership Network 
(304) 876-7462 
khoellen@conservationfund.org 
 
Kendra Briechle 
(703) 908-5817 
kbriechle@conservationfund.org 
 
Katie Allen 
(304) 876-7925 
kallen@conservationfund.org 
 
Margarita Carey 
(304) 876-7924 
mcarey@conservationfund.org 
 
 

Conservation Leadership Network

•  Collaborative Problem-Solving

•  Multi-disciplinary Course Offerings

•  Innovative Demonstration Projects

•  Community Capacity Building

•  Tailored, Regional Place-Based Offerings

•  Livability and Tourism Assessments

Our Services
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The Conservation Leadership Network: Achieving Common Ground for Our Partners. 

Find out more at www.conservationfund.org/conservation-leadership-network

We connect regions by bringing together people who share common goals, 
despite professional or geographic distinctions. We’ve fostered partnerships 
and community economic development across the Canadian-Minnesota 
border branding the “Heart of the Continent," along the Blue Ridge Parkway, 
and throughout the Appalachian Mountain area, for instance. In each case, 
community leaders developed new action plans to spur local economies and 
save favorite places. 

West Virginia’s New River Gorge region is known as a recreation destination 
with wild scenery and small-town ambience. That’s why, when New River Gorge 
was chosen as home to the annual Boy Scout Jamboree—and its 350,000 
visitors—community leaders turned to us to plan its growing economy while 
keeping its character intact. Over three days of workshops, dozens of business 
leaders, elected officials and public land managers discovered effective ways to 
balance nature and commerce. 
 

As America invests in energy infrastructure, we’re factoring in the environment. 
For example, energy provider NiSource Gas Transmission operates more than 
15,500 miles of pipeline across 14 states. We worked with NiSource, the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service and state stakeholders to plan conservation across 
this entire region. Similarly, in the Midwest, we are convening wind energy 
companies, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and state agencies to develop 
conservation plans for promoting renewable energy while protecting sensitive 
species.  
 
 

Collaborative learning is our niche and we are achieving results. Our community 
capacity workshops on green infrastructure planning are leading to the 
establishment of green infrastructure plans and our tourism assessments 
are changing communities. By providing an open, welcoming and neutral 
environment for learning and dialogue, we inspire participants to test new 
ideas, exchange information, and form lasting partnerships. 
 
“If I had time I could write a book about The Conservation Fund and its impact 
on our county. The series of workshops, starting with Shepherdstown and 
continuing locally, advanced our efforts toward sustainable tourism by several 
years. I think the majority of our citizens now look at our public land as an 
asset...which is almost an about face compared to just a few years ago.”  
—Mayor Greg Lynch, Unicoi County, TN. 

Connect Regions

Plan for the Future

Balance Energy and Environment

Build Capacity and Develop Leaders 


