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Upper Ouachita National Wildlife Refuge, LA

                                                   |   www.conservationfund.org

1655 North Fort Myer Drive, Suite 1300, Arlington, VA 22209   phone: 703-525-6300  fax: 703-525-4610   

Leaders In Forest Carbon:

The Conservation Fund works to address climate 
change and habitat loss by protecting and restoring 
America’s forests. As a leader in the forest carbon 
market, we’ve leveraged carbon finance to protect 
74,000 acres of working forestland on the north coast 
of California. Up and down the Mississippi River, we 
have restored more than 25,000 acres with 10 million 
trees.  

All of our projects are real, verifiable, permanent and 
additional. Just as important, each project is designed 
to benefit people and wildlife alike. 
 

Work With Us To:

• Meet regulatory or compliance-based needs 

• Engage customers at the point of purchase 

• Reduce the emissions impact from fleets and travel

• Offset energy use at select facilities 

• Reduce the carbon footprint of events and meetings

• Enhance corporate sustainability and reporting   
   goals 

T
h

e
 C

o
n

se
rv

a
ti

o
n

 F
u

n
d

  
 |

  
C

a
rb

o
n

 H
ig

h
lig

h
ts

The Conservation Fund 
Advantage:
 
• As a top-ranked charity, our mission is  
   to advance land conservation and  
   sustainable economic development. 
   This means every one of our 
   carbon projects is designed to 
   strengthen the green economy, restore 
   biodiversity and clean the air we 
   breathe and the water  
   we drink.

• We are lean and green which means 
   we can be your low-cost offset provider 
   while maintaining your confidence that  
   every dollar you donate will go further     
   toward conservation and restoration    
   than any other organization.  

• With more than a decade of expertise,  
   we are a trusted and established project 
   developer, land owner and conservation 
   partner; we work closely with expert 
   biologists and foresters, and with 
   state and federal conservation 
   agencies, to make sure America’s 
   forests are protected for the long term.

• Our skilled, in-house team of  
   analysts and foresters has completed 
   more third-party audits and registered 
   more forest carbon offsets than any 
   other team in the nation.  
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Contact Us 
Evan Smith 

Vice President, Conservation Ventures 

Email: esmith@conservationfund.org  

Phone: 503-407-0301

Alterra Hetzel 

Forest Carbon Business Development Manager 

Email: ahetzel@conservationfund.org

Phone: 571-251-8293

Our Approach:

We focus on two types of forest carbon projects: Improved forest management and reforestation. 

Through land protection, restoration and light-touch timber harvests, we are changing the way forests on 

California’s north coast are managed. Redwood forests store more carbon per acre than any other forest 

type. For example, on California’s north coast, sustainable management of Garcia River Forest can store 

up to 200,000 tons of CO
2
 emissions annually. Redwood forests also house some of the most threatened 

and vulnerable species on the planet, including the coastal tailed frog, endangered coho salmon and 

steelhead trout, as well as the northern spotted owl.      
 
The Conservation Fund’s focus on California ensures that we can provide some of the most reliable and 
valid carbon credits in the country while generating real returns for the fish, wildlife and community. 
 
• The Projects—The Garcia River Forest, Gualala River Forest, Buckeye Forest and the Big River and  
   Salmon Creek Forests. 

• The Standard—Climate Action Reserve verified by Scientific Certification Systems. 

• The Numbers—In 2012, these forests produced nearly 1 million metric tons of verified emission      
   reductions while also contributing $4.5 million to California’s north coast economy. 

 
Our carbon-based reforestation efforts remain focused on the Lower Mississippi River Valley. Habitat 

loss is more pronounced here than in any other area of the United States—more than 24 million acres 

of bottomland hardwood forests have been cleared over the past century. These lands provide habitat 

for millions of migrating songbirds, the endangered pallid sturgeon and the threatened Louisiana black 

bear. Restoring them with native species is a top priority for The Conservation Fund and the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service.    
 
Reforestation efforts focus on protecting and restoring National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) lands on behalf  
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  

• The Projects—Grand Cote NWR, Lake Ophelia NWR, Red River NWR and Upper Ouachita NWR in  
   Louisiana, Marais des Cygnes NWR in Kansas and Mingo NWR in Missouri.  

• The Standard—Climate, Community and Biodiversity Alliance, gold level—no other group in the 
   nation has as many.

• The Numbers—Since 2000, we’ve planted more than 10 million trees that will trap an estimated  
   10 million tons of CO

2
 over the next 100 years


