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Let’s protect land together

Our Numbers

Your connection to the outdoors is personal and unique. From the park down the
street to the nearby family farm, most people have favorite places that they hope to
protect and share with future generations. But what do you do when these places
come up for sale and your organization or community doesn’t have the funds ready
and available to swiftly secure them?

Average size of loan:

Through our Land Conservation Loans, we help local land trusts, nature centers,
historical societies, trail groups, food co-ops and municipalities meet the need for
conservation funding by providing capital when and where it’s needed. We provide
bridge financing and technical assistance to colleague organizations across the
country to advance conservation locally.

Since our first loan in 1993, we have made a lasting impact on conservation across the
United States and Canada.

• By continually revolving our $50 million loan fund, we have provided more
than $130 million in nearly 300 loans to more than 130 partners.
• With our backing, local conservationists have protected more than 110,000 acres
across 35 states and four Canadian provinces—lands valued at nearly $280 million.

These results would not be possible without the individuals and charitable
foundations that have invested in our work and believe in conserving lands and
protecting special places that matter most to communities across the nation.

Smallest loan:

$545,000, largest loan: $10 millioN,

$12,ooo,

Loans defaulted: 0

types of lands saved through our loans:
67 farms, 27 open spaces/greenways, 26

parks ,

25 wildlife havens,

17 historic lands, 11 forests, 8 national trails, 8 state parks,
7 nature centers, 5 national wildlife refuges, 4 national forests,
4 community forests, 2 arboretums, 2 farmers markets,
1 grazing rights area, 1 state wildlife management area,
1 community square
historic lands:

Hopewell Indian Mounds, OH (200 B.C.-500),

Battle of Brandywine, PA (1777), Lewis & Clark expedition’s Fort Clatsop,
OR (1805), Battle of Cross Keys, VA (1862), Battle of Gettysburg, PA (1863),

We are ready to support your needs and create transformational solutions that foster
vibrant communities.

Battle of Bentonville, NC (1865), Mount vernon (17 th and 18th century)

Our staff

Technical Assistance

“Your banker is just interested in return
on investment. We’re interested in being
your partner in conservation. Our technical
assistance is more than just processing a loan
application. We can help you navigate complex
issues to enhance your capacity and make you
a stronger organization.”
– Ole Amundsen, Program Manager,
Land Conservation Loans

We support local land protection efforts by providing versatile, low-interest loans to
help organizations of all sizes meet their goals.
Our Services
• Strategic conservation planning
• Congressional outreach and support

Reggie developed a passion for conservation through a
childhood spent on the coast of New Hampshire. Growing
up outdoors and exploring the tidal pools in his backyard
helped him to appreciate his natural surroundings and
fostered a love for the special places of his hometown.
Since he completed his first conservation project while
serving as an intern at the Conservancy of Southwest
Florida in 2001, he has conserved hundreds of thousands
of acres across the U.S. and Canada. Prior to joining the
Fund, he was director of land protection at the Carolina
Mountain Land Conservancy in Hendersonville, N.C. Reggie
is a frequent faculty member at local, regional and national
conservation conferences and has received numerous awards for his work to protect
America’s special places including a U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Region 5 Division of
Realty Service Award and a U.S. Department of the Interior Partners In Conservation
Award. Reggie has more than 14 years of conservation experience and is a graduate
of Williams College and Vermont Law School, where he earned a master of studies in
environmental law and a doctorate of law.
Reggie Hall, Director
rhall@conservationfund.org
703-525-6300

• Low-interest financing
• Fundraising guidance
• Real estate expertise
• One-on-one coaching
When a priority property becomes available, you may not have time to wait for
public and private funding needed to secure it. That’s why we provide immediate
assistance and expert services to help advance your success. We recognize that every
organization and its needs vary, and so we offer a tailored approach, working one-onone to meet your specific needs.
Our Difference
• Experience: Because we actively work in land conservation, we are uniquely able to
evaluate potential projects and provide expert counsel on real estate transactions,
fundraising, marketing and more.
• Flexibility: We provide a practical payment schedule, collateral requests and
competitive rates.
• Momentum: We’re committed to moving swiftly, keeping you on schedule.

Ole has more than 25 years of experience in environmental
leadership, working with partners to achieve their
full potential by helping organizations articulate their
conservation vision, use their resources effectively and
overcome financial obstacles. Before joining the Fund, Ole
was a visiting lecturer at Cornell University and served
as the assistant director for land policy in Massachusetts,
protecting over 100,000 acres. Having worked on a dairy
farm and in a lumber mill, Ole also understands the value of
working lands. He has a bachelor’s degree in government
from Colby College and a Master of Science, concentrating
in environmental policy, from Massachusetts Institute of
Technology. An active outdoorsman, Ole loves winter, alpine and cross-country skiing.
Ole grew up in northern New England and has climbed all of New England’s 4,000-foot
peaks.
Ole Amundsen, Program Manager
oamundsen@conservationfund.org
207-716-7019

amigos de los rios

Exercise circuit at Madrid
Middle School,
El Monte, CA (left).
Claire Robinson, executive
director, Amigos de los
Rios (right).

“All our projects are based on reimbursement, and
that makes it difficult to manage cash flow. We’ve
been unable to get financing from three different
banks, despite having $7 million in contracts.
The Conservation Fund understood our situation.
With the Fund’s support, we are charging ahead on
dozens of projects with great momentum.
These projects wouldn’t happen without them.”
–claire robinson, Executive Director

For years, students attending Madrid Middle School in El Monte, California, called
the area just past their back steps “the bones.” It was, literally, a dump: a no man’s
land between the school and an old metal factory littered with abandoned sofas,
TVs, mattresses and other household trash. It was not the kind of place that invited
exploring, much less a pick-up game of soccer or tag. But that has changed.
Kids, teachers, families, community leaders and politicians recently gathered to
celebrate a new, neatly designed playground, exercise trail and outdoor classroom.
From blight to bright, the reinvented Madrid Middle School schoolyard is the kind of
place that only some of the kids in Los Angeles are fortunate enough to enjoy all the
time. It’s the kind of place we all want our children to experience.
And it’s the kind of place Amigos de los Rios, a restoration nonprofit, envisions in 62
cities that stretch from the San Gabriel Mountains of Angeles National Forest to the
Pacific Ocean. The Conservation Fund is helping to bring that vision to life by providing
bridge financing that allows the nonprofit to have sustained income while waiting for
public reimbursement payments for its work.

We also provided strategic planning to help Amigos de los Rios expand its plan to
create a network of parks and public open spaces connected by river greenways and
trails across the Los Angeles Basin. This enhanced regional vision will help improve
public health and create opportunities for new green jobs that support conservation,
restoration and recreation.
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boston public market
“The Conservation Fund’s commitment to
protecting agricultural land is unmatched, and
they’ve worked for years to conserve farmland
in Massachusetts. The Fund’s commitment to
inventive, business-minded environmentalism
was particularly important to us. We saw them
as a critical partner in our mission to support
local farmers and connect all residents of
Boston with the agricultural bounty our region
has to offer.”
– Elizabeth Morningstar,
Chief Executive Officer

Boston Public Market
opened in summer of
2015 at 100 Hanover St. in
downtown Boston (right).
Elizabeth Morningstar, chief
executive officer, Boston
Public Market Association
(left).
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It seems just about everything in Boston is deeply rooted in history—even its local food
scene. For more than 250 years, fishermen and farmers have congregated in places
like Haymarket and Faneuil Hall to sell their catch and harvests and to socialize with
the community. Today, with nearly 30 outdoor seasonal markets, Boston continues to
be a hub for foodies, but it’s about to be revolutionized with the opening of this indoor
market—the first of its kind in the country.
In the summer of 2015, A coalition of public, private and corporate partners, including
the city of Boston and the state of Massachusetts, celebrated the grand opening of a
massive, 28,000-square-foot permanent market where vendors will sell only locally
sourced food to the public. The Boston Public Market will give Bostonians access to
fresh, healthy food year-round, even during the cold New England winters. Our loan
to the Boston Public Market Association, the nonprofit that will manage the market,
helped get the project off the ground. Envisioned as the anchor of the city’s emerging
market district, the Boston Public Market will inspire people to eat locally produced
food and support New England food entrepreneurs while learning about where their
food comes from and the benefits it has on their health and the environment.
“The more profitable we can make farming, the more economically feasible it is to own
and operate farmland and the less likely we are to see the continued loss of agricultural
land to development,” says Elizabeth Morningstar, CEO of the Boston Public Market
Association. “Our partnership with The Conservation Fund communicates the
connection between land conservation and something that every person on this earth
enjoys: food.”
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Ducks Unlimited Canada

Aerial view of the Prairie
Pothole Region in the
northern Great Plains (left).
Dr. Scott Stephens, director
of operations, prairie
region, Ducks Unlimited
Canada (right).

“We see a window of opportunity to protect
and restore the most critical large blocks of this
landscape by using a revolving land approach.
This allows us to substantially increase our
conservation footprint and potentially save tens
of thousands of acres across the prairie.”
–Dr. Scott Stephens, Director of
Operations for the Prairie Region

Most of our work takes place in the United States, but wildlife knows no international
boundaries. That’s why we’re working with Ducks Unlimited Canada to protect land
within the Prairie Pothole Region of the northern Great Plains, the most important
habitat area on the continent for waterfowl and a host of other birds.

Extending across three Canadian provinces and down into five states in the
Upper Midwest, the Prairie Pothole Region is characterized by millions of shallow
depressions—or potholes—of wetlands left behind from the glaciers of the ice age. In
addition to providing a home to more than 50 percent of North American migratory
waterfowl, the potholes also absorb rain, snow melt and floodwaters, reducing the
risk of flooding to communities downstream. However, this landscape is especially
threatened. Nearly half of the potholes have been drained for agricultural uses or
destroyed by development, and the loss is ongoing and accelerating.
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We’re establishing a $10 million revolving fund with Ducks Unlimited Canada that
allows them to purchase sensitive habitat on the prairie, restore it if necessary and
resell the land with a conservation easement that prevents development or conversion
to agriculture land. “The willingness of The Conservation Fund to provide Ducks
Unlimited Canada with a conservation loan has provided the needed leadership to
get our Canada partners engaged,” said Greg Siekaniec, chief executive officer for
Ducks Unlimited Canada. “We now have similar models in place with Canadian financial
institutions based on ‘conservation lending’ that promotes a sustainable future as part
of their environmental platform and interests. This is true international conservation
leadership!”

Town of Apex

“The community has been extremely
supportive of and excited about this new
park. This project not only provides for future
park program expansion, it also encourages
and supplements economic development in
our community.”
– John Brown, Director of Parks,
Recreation and Cultural Resources

John Brown, director of
parks, recreation and
cultural resources, town of
Apex (left).
The new regional park in the
Town of Apex, NC will offer
a host of public recreation
opportunities including
soccer fields (right).

When the North Carolina town of Apex reached out to The Conservation Fund for
a loan to purchase land for a new regional park, they came across a familiar face.
David Proper, the Fund’s urban program director, previously worked with the town
on a conservation project during his tenure as a property officer in Wake County. “At
that point we knew The Conservation Fund was the right choice to help us with this
project,” said John Brown, director of parks, recreation and cultural resources for Apex.
“With more than 30 years of experience in the public and private sectors, David is
extremely well-respected by state, county and local agencies.”

Our $2.4 million loan helped the town buy a 92-acre property in one of the fastest
urbanizing areas of Apex, a suburb of Raleigh. Striving to keep its small-town feel and
avoid sprawl, Apex recently identified this area as the top priority for parkland. As
residential and infrastructure development have been closing in on the southwest side
of town, this was the only opportunity for them to acquire a parcel of land this size and
in an ideal location.

“This has been one of our first urban program projects in North Carolina, and it
illustrates the challenges that rapidly growing communities face,” Proper says. “We’re
happy to give them the tools they need to maintain the quality of life that makes their
town so attractive and livable.”
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Denison Pequotsepos Nature Center

The Coogan Farm—a 34acre wildlife sanctuary—
now protected and open to
the public (left).
Maggie Jones, executive
director, Denison
Pequotsepos Nature Center
(right).

“As a lifelong Mystic resident, I have witnessed
dramatic changes to our local and regional
landscape, including housing developments,
highways/roads, malls, huge gambling casinos and
increased tourism. Working to protect the integrity
of the Nature Center and its surrounding natural
landscape is my highest priority.”
–Maggie Jones, Executive Director

Successful conservation often takes a village, literally. In the small village of Mystic,
Connecticut, Maggie Jones and her staff at the Denison Pequotsepos Nature Center
rallied, along with 800 friends, relatives, strangers and neighbors, to save Coogan
Farm. Even private foundations, state and federal agencies and national organizations
joined their effort. Why? This place has it all—historic value, natural beauty and rich
biodiversity. But it was at risk of being swallowed up by development, like much of the
other land in Mystic.

With help from The Conservation Fund, the Denison Pequotsepos Nature Center had
the financing it needed to purchase the 34-acre wildlife sanctuary. Now open to the
public as the Coogan Farm Nature and Heritage Center, this land is giving back to the
people who helped protect it by providing recreational opportunities, a community
garden and farm, educational opportunities through an outdoor classroom, and
improved water quality and flood control. The Fund provided an additional loan to the
Nature Center to further advance improvement efforts on the property.
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Vermilion County Conservation District

“The Kickapoo Trail has been 20 years in the
making, but it hasn’t gotten off the ground
until recently, thanks, in part, to the loan from
The Conservation Fund. This trail is the first
of its kind for the area, and we’re excited to
see what new opportunities it can bring for
tourism and our economy.”
– Ken Konsis, Executive Director

Ken Konsis, executive
director, Vermilion County
Conservation District (left).
The rail trail in Vermilion
County will provide
surrounding communities
with instant access to
nature (right).

Riding the rails doesn’t require a train anymore. With just a bicycle, or your own
two feet, you can cruise along abandoned rail corridors that have been converted
to recreational trails. Increasing in popularity throughout the country, rail trails link
communities and provide residents with easy access to recreation, passing through
urban and natural areas.

In central Illinois, the counties of Vermilion and Champaign have started an ambitious
effort to create a 24.5-mile rail trail that weaves through several communities between
east Urbana and Kickapoo State Park near Danville. Already backed by the state of
Illinois, several biking groups, local businesses and other organizations, this trail is
gaining momentum throughout the community. We’re helping the trail come to life
with a loan to the Vermilion County Conservation District for the purchase of a nearly
12-mile segment of the proposed trail. When construction is complete, it will transform
the region’s trail system.
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© xxxx. wonder works

Connecticut River Valley

View of the Connecticut
River Valley from Mount
Sugarloaf State Reservation
(left).

“We love working with The Conservation Fund
because they are fast, efficient and user friendly.
Not just a lender, but a partner in making
conservation happen.”

Kristin DeBoer, executive
director, Kestrel Land Trust
(right).

–Kristin DeBoer, Executive Director

In the Connecticut River Valley of western and central Massachusetts, quaint historic
towns echo the small-town spirit of America. Fertile farmland, lush forests and pristine
waterways tell of a place brimming with natural resources. Over the years, The
Conservation Fund has provided more than 60 loans to three leading local land trusts
that are tirelessly working to protect this idyllic landscape and its rich farming heritage.

One of our longest-standing partners is the Franklin Land Trust. Our 18-year history
together has resulted in more than 1,700 acres of farms and open space protected.
And with more projects in the works, we are sure to make an even larger impact here.
But it’s not just about the acreage. These groups are building better infrastructure for
farmers and improved access to fresh, local food for residents. In the town of Orange,
the Mount Grace Land Conservation Trust used one of our loans to create a new and
improved space for the Quabbin Harvest market and co-op; and a loan to the Kestrel
Land Trust helped the group purchase a farm that will be protected by a conservation
easement and eventually sold to a local community-supported agriculture group or
food bank.
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Gallatin Valley Land Trust

“This was a conservation opportunity we
haven’t ever seen before—and likely won’t
again. And when we needed a lender, going
with the Fund was a no-brainer. They have
outstanding professionals on their team that
could work at the pace we needed, and they
understood the dynamic, complex nature of
our conservation project, enabling us to stay
true to our mission throughout the process.”
– Kelly Pohl, Associate Director

Kelly Pohl, associate
director, Gallatin Valley
Land Trust (left).
The popular Bozeman Pond
Park (right).
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In rapidly expanding Bozeman, Montana, open space matters—so much so that in 2012,
residents overwhelmingly voted to tax themselves in order to create a $15 million fund
for parks and trails, helping curb the unwanted effects of sprawl and preserving the
community’s strong agricultural character.

Soon after, an opportunity arose to purchase a 12-acre property adjacent to Bozeman
Pond Park that residential developers previously had under contract for a 118-unit
development. Although it seemed like a natural fit for the city to purchase the property
with the newly approved bond funds, the money would not have been available in time
to meet the landowner’s need for a quick sale.

The Gallatin Valley Land Trust stepped in to purchase the property, utilizing a loan
from The Conservation Fund. The land trust plans to sell three acres to HAVEN, a
domestic violence shelter and advocacy organization for use as a new shelter site.
And, as funding becomes available, the city will purchase the remaining land as part of
Bozeman Pond Park. In this densely populated area, increasing the size of this popular
park by more than 50 percent demonstrates a strong commitment to providing more
open space and improving the quality of life for the community.

©
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Whidbey-Camano Land Trust

One of the three adjoining
properties that provide
Whidbey-Island public
beach access (left).
Ryan Elting, conservation
director, Whidbey-Camano
Land Trust, with his family
(right).

“Three adjacent waterfront properties with
different owners coming on the market at the
same time was such a rare opportunity. Even as we
went under contract, other offers were coming in.
The Conservation Fund’s land conservation loan
was the only chance we had to make this happen.”
– Ryan Elting, Conservation Director

						
Just nine staff members make up the Whidbey-Camano Land Trust. Their mission:
protect the natural resources of the picturesque Whidbey and Camano islands in
Puget Sound. It’s a tall order for a small group, but with such a striking landscape as
its focus—dense old-growth forests, a patchwork of family farms and dramatic coastal
bluffs offering spectacular views of Mount Baker—it’s easy to see why they have an
outpouring of community support and hundreds of dedicated volunteers behind them.

Their latest effort involves creating the only public beach access to Possession Sound
on southeast Whidbey Island near the community of Glendale. A loan from The
Conservation Fund gave them the capital they needed to complete the purchase of
three adjoining waterfront properties. The land trust plans to restore the properties
to improve water quality and habitat for salmon and other wildlife. Island County will
eventually own a conservation easement on the properties, ensuring permanent public
access.

© whidbey-camano land trust

Missouri

Pennsylvania

Trailnet

Brandywine Conservancy
French and Pickering Conservation Trust

Illinois

Montana

Kennett Township Land Trust

Great Rivers Land Trust
Openlands
Vermilion County Conservation District
Wetlands Initiative

Gallatin Valley Land Trust
Prickly Pear Land Trust

Western Pennsylvania Conservancy

some of our borrowers
Alabama
Coastal Land Trust

Alaska
Alaska Department of Natural Resources

Nevada

Land Trust for Tennessee

New Hampshire

Texas
Galveston Bay Foundation
Katy Prairie Conservancy
San Marcos River Foundation
Texas Agricultural Land Trust

Indiana

Amigos de los Rios
Big Sur Land Trust
Mendocino Land Trust
Montezuma Land Trust
Southern Plains Land Trust

Lake County Parks Department

Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation

Audubon Society of New Hampshire
Lake Region Conservation Trust
Piscataquog Land Conservancy

Tree People

Maine

New York

Greater Lovell Land Trust

Canada
Ducks Unlimited Canada
Kensington Conservancy
Nature Conservancy of Canada

Maryland
Mount Vernon Ladies Association
of the Union

Colorado

Massachusetts

Crested Butte Land Trust
Mesa Land Trust
Montezuma Land Conservancy

Berkshire Natural Resources Council
Boston Public Market
Farm School
Franklin Land Trust
Friends of Wissatinewag
Harvard Conservation Trust
Kestrel Land Trust
Mount Grace Land Conservation Trust

Southern Plains Land Trust

Connecticut
East Haddam Land Trust
Denison Pequotsepos Nature Center
Groton Open Space Association
Kent Land Trust
Norwalk Land Trust

Florida
Indian River Land Trust

Georgia
Atlanta Beltline Inc.
Georgia Wildlife Federation
McIntosh SEED

Idaho
Teton Regional Land Trust

Sheffield Land Trust

New Suffolk Waterfront Fund
North Shore Land Alliance
Rensselaer Plateau Alliance
Western New York Land Conservancy

North Carolina
Blue Ridge Conservancy
Carolina Mountain Land Conservancy
Catawba Land Conservancy
City of Jacksonville
Foothills Conservancy of North Carolina
Land Trust for Central North Carolina
Land Trust for the Little Tennessee
Ocracoke Foundation
Southern Appalachian Highlands Conservancy
Town of Apex
Town of Seven Devils

Michigan

North Dakota

Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy
Land Conservancy of West Michigan
Leelanau Trail Association
Little Forks Conservancy
Six Rivers Land Conservancy
Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy

American Foundation for Wildlife

Minnesota
Leech Lake Area Watershed Foundation
Parks and Trails Council of Minnesota

Foothills Land Conservancy

Nevada Land Trust

California

Iowa

Tennessee

Ohio
Buckeye Trail Association
Holden Arboretum
The Archaeological Conservancy
Western Reserve Land Conservancy

Oregon

Westcave Preserve

Utah
Bluff Historical Preservation Association

Vermont
Vermont Land Trust

Virginia
American Bird Conservancy
Civil War Preservation Trust
The Wildlife Foundation of Virginia

Washington
Whidbey-Camano Land Trust
Vashon Island Land Trust

Wisconsin
Driftless Area Land Conservancy
Ice Age Trail Alliance
Mississippi Valley Conservancy
Natural Heritage Land Trust
River Revitalization Foundation
The Prairie Enthusiasts
West Wisconsin Land Trust

West Virginia
Potomac Conservancy

North Coast Land Conservancy

Wyoming
Jackson Hole Land Trust
Wyoming Council of Trout Unlimited

We have financed loans in 35 states and Canada

What people say

“We are very pleased to add The
Conservation Fund as a new project
partner and a new tool that is being
used for the first time in WNY to
complete a conservation transaction.
The Conservation Fund provided critical
bridge financing that made it possible to
complete this transaction today.”

“When the option ran out in August,
state funds were not yet available.
The conservancy turned to The
Conservation Fund for help—a national
nonprofit land and water conservation
organization. It provided a bridge
loan for the purchase through its land
conservation loan.”

– Nancy Smith, Executive Director,
Western New York Land Conservancy

– Brian price, director,
leelanau conservancy

“Without timely cash, our option
would have lapsed. We are grateful
to The Conservation Fund for filling
our need for a trusted, reliable and
ready source of money to acquire this
beautiful property.”
– Joan smith, association
president, groton open space

“Local land trusts can find foreclosures
in their local papers, in their own
backyard, and get involved in a
transaction that has to close very
quickly. We never thought we’d have a
chance at this property.”
– Jay leutze, trustee, 		
Southern appalachian Highlands
conservancy

Hear more about our work
straight from our partners.
watch the video!

At the Fund, we make conservation work for America.
By creating solutions that make environmental and economic
sense, we are redefining conservation to demonstrate its
essential role in our future prosperity. Top-ranked for efficiency
and effectiveness, we have worked in all 50 states to protect
more than 7.5 million acres of land since 1985.

conservationfund.org

1655 North Fort Myer Dr., Suite 1300

Arlington, VA 22209-3199

703-525-6300

