
Marlborough: Nature + Play 

A New Start for Marlborough
 

In the 1930s, the Marlborough community in south-

central Kansas City, Missouri, was booming. New housing 

developments, schools and a streetcar line to downtown 

made it a desirable place to settle down. But just 20 

years later, Marlborough would suffer significant decline, 

spurred by segregation laws that divided the area, 

disadvantaging the predominately African-American 

neighborhoods east of Troost Avenue.

Since then, Marlborough has been slow to recover. Poor 

rental housing stock, trash dumping, crime and lack of 

a strong business base have distressed the community. 

Desperate for change, residents, business owners and 

community leaders have come together with a common 

goal to restore pride in the neighborhood and create 

beautiful, usable open space for children to play, families 

to gather and the community to leverage in building new 

economic opportunities.
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Marlborough Neighborhood  
At A Glance

• 5 Neighborhoods: Battleflood Heights, Walnut 
   Grove, Marlborough Renaissance, Marlborough 
   Pride, Marlborough East 

• Population: 9,856

• Median Household Income: $23,919

• 76% African American; 18% Caucasian; 6% 

   Hispanic or Asian

• Designated Food Desert (little or no access to 
   fresh, healthy food)



How You Can Help
Continued investment in 

Marlborough is critical to 

sustaining the community 

for years to come. With its 

innovative measures to address 

flood control and water quality 

in Marlborough, Kansas City 

has the potential to become 

a national model for green 

infrastructure. Help us carry the 

momentum forward and give 

Marlborough a second chance 

to become the vibrant, thriving 

part of Kansas City it once was.

The Conservation Fund’s Role
Through our Parks with Purpose program, we’ve partnered with Heartland 

Conservation Alliance, the Marlborough Community Coalition, the City of 

Kansas City and other local stakeholders to develop public green space 

around a wetland basin built by the city, which will include community 

gathering space, playground areas, an outdoor amphitheater, recreational 

opportunities and native gardens, all designed with extensive input from 

the Marlborough community. Our efforts also provide workforce training 

opportunities for residents and will generate additional economic investment 

within walking distance from the green space.

Progress In Marlborough
• In 2013, the Marlborough Community Coalition completed the Catalyst Plan, 

which identifies and prioritizes improvements for the five neighborhoods in 

Marlborough and lays out an action plan for implementation. The Catalyst 

Plan has spurred community revitalization through additional public green 

space, the redevelopment of a vacant school and coalition capacity-building 

efforts.

• In the last decade, the City of Kansas City has invested close to $70 million 

in storm water, street and sidewalk infrastructure in Marlborough, including 

raingardens, bioswales and large-scale storm water detention facilities that 

will address major flooding and water quality issues in the community. 

Long Term Benefits
• Safer places for children to play

• Cleaner air and water

• Better resilience to floods

• Improved public health

• Creation of green jobs

Our Partners
• Marlborough Community Coalition

• Heartland Conservation Alliance

• City of Kansas City

• U-Haul

About The Conservation 

Fund 
At The Conservation Fund, we make 

conservation work for America. 

By creating solutions that make 

environmental and economic sense, 

we are redefining conservation to 

demonstrate its essential role in 

our future prosperity. Top-ranked 

for efficiency and effectiveness, we 

have worked in all 50 states since 

1985 to protect nearly 8 million acres  

of land. 

Contact:  

Ginny Moore
Midwest Field Representative

gmoore@conservationfund.org  

913-219-7296

conservationfund.org
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