
 

COVID-19 Emergency Relief Funding FAQ 
Applications due June 30, 2021 
Apply here: https://bit.ly/3ijBhXk   
 
I’m a church and am tax exempt but don’t have my own 501(c)3 letter. What do 
I do?  
Some churches have group ruling letters (as part of the UMC Conference or 
Baptist Association, for example). If your denomination does not have a group 
ruling like this, you will need to apply for emergency relief funds under a fiscal 
sponsorship. The fiscal sponsor must have their own 501(c)3 nonprofit 
designation OR be a town agency.  
 
I plan to use a fiscal sponsor, but they are headquartered in one of the 8 
ineligible urban counties or out of state. Am I eligible to apply through them? 
YES. We are interested in the location, budget, etc. of the organization that will 
carry out the work. 
 
My fiscal sponsor is in an eligible rural county but has a large organizational 
budget. Is that ok? 
Yes. That won’t count against you. We are interested in organization that will 
carry out the project.  
 
We have a large organizational budget (over $1 Million) and have received 
significant COVID-19 relief funding within the last year. However, we are serving 
a rural county and a large number of individuals. The need is great. Can we still 
apply? 
Yes, you are still eligible to apply BUT priority for this grant opportunity will be 
given to organizations with limited access to other COVID-19 relief funding 
opportunities.  
 
It says that 70% of the money is going towards COVID-19 food access work. 
Does this mean my budget has to be 70% food insecurity work and 30% 
something else? 
No. You can apply for any COVID-19 related services. Resourceful Communities 
will ensure that 70% of available funds supports pandemic-related food relief. 
  

https://bit.ly/3ijBhXk


 

Do we need to stretch the money until the end of the 
project period in April? 
No. We anticipate (and hope) many groups will spend down their awards ahead 
of that deadline!  
 
Can we use this money for to pay people?  We usually rely on volunteers. The 
COVID-19 work isn’t new, but those line items would be. 
Yes, staffing is an eligible expense. 
 
What about the triple bottom line?  Does this grant need to demonstrate triple 
bottom line (environmental stewardship, economic development, social justice) 
impacts? 
Nope! Thanks to Blue Cross and Blue Shield of NC Foundation, funds are available 
to support COVID-19 relief work. Your project does not need to fall within our 
typical triple bottom line framework to be competitive. 
 
My organization lost a lot of money as a result of COVID-19, and is now in debt 
on some purchases. Can we use this funding to get us out of debt? 
NO. Funding cannot be used for repaying debt. Only expenses incurred after 
signing the grant agreement are eligible.  


