
 

Cornerstone Society At A Glance: 2016

As a Cornerstone Society member, you make it possible for us to meet the increasing 
demands of protecting our most critical land and water resources. Together, 
we are making conservation work for America. By creating solutions that make 
environmental and economic sense, we balance land acquisition with sustaining 
communities. We are a national organization, but our accomplishments are delivered 
locally. Your continued gifts allow us to act quickly, so that we can create and 
implement innovative, practical ways to benefit the natural world and the well-being 
of Americans from every walk of life.  
 

Conservation takes teamwork. And we couldn’t do this without you.

You Make A Difference
As a member of the Cornerstone Society, you are making a lasting impact on the land you love.  
By making a planned gift to the Fund, you can help ensure our forests, historic sites, parks and 
special places that inspire you are here for future generations to enjoy. 

Bequests
When you decide to leave assets in your will to support the work of the Fund, you are making a 
bequest. Bequests are an important source of funds that support The Conservation Fund’s mission. 
For many donors, a bequest is the most realistic way of making a significant gift and provides the 
donor with the satisfaction of making an enduring investment for future generations. You can leave 
a specific amount or percentage of your estate. Sample language can be found on our website. 
 
Life Insurance Policies
You can make the Fund the owner or the beneficiary of your life insurance policies. A number 
of options are available that can result in immediate income tax deductions or future estate tax 
deductions. 
 
Retirement Plans 
The Conservation Fund can also be named as the beneficiary of your retirement plan. Gifts of these 
assets can result in significant income and estate tax benefits. 
 
IRA Charitable Gift 
Congress just passed a new law that allows individuals to give directly from an IRA (individual 
retirement account) to The Conservation Fund! Anyone age 70 or older can make a gift up to 
$100,000 directly from their IRA each year. An IRA gift will count against your Mandatory Minimum 
Distribution from your retirement account. 
 
Charitable Gift Annuity
A Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA) is a contract between you and The Conservation Fund. You 
transfer cash or negotiable securities in exchange for the promise by the Fund to pay a fixed 
payment for life to you or a family member as a beneficiary. CGAs to The Conservation Fund can 
be funded with cash or appreciated assets valued at $10,000 or more by persons age 65 or older. 
Charitable gift annuity rates depend on your age when you make the gift. Contact us for current 
rates and deductions. 
 
Securities
Gifts of appreciated securities, such as stocks and mutual fund shares, can be contributed for 
charitable purposes now or in the future. You receive a charitable deduction based on the fair 
market value of the asset at the date of transfer, and avoid paying capital gains tax on the asset’s 
appreciation. This can allow you to make a significant gift at a far lower cost to you than donating 
cash. 
 
Real Estate
A gift of real estate that has appreciated in value can be an 
attractive option when considering a major charitable  
contribution. Our experts in real estate markets, portfolio 
management and tax policies will help you convert real estate—
land, homes and commercial buildings—into capital  
for conservation.

Contact Us:
Ainsley Pittman
Development Manager
703-908-5831
apittman@conservationfund.org
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LEAVE A LEGACY
Many Cornerstone Society members have entrusted us 
to help them leave a life legacy of conservation through 
estate planning. A planned gift to The Conservation Fund 
is a flexible and creative way to give charitably while 
meeting your personal, family or financial goals. Please 
give us a call to discuss what kind of legacy you would 
like to leave.* 

Why include The Conservation Fund in my estate plans?
While planned gifts can take many forms, they are the 
result of a passion for the work of The Conservation Fund 
and an intention to leave a legacy at the end of your life. 
No matter your financial circumstances and charitable 
goals, there are planned giving options available to meet 
your needs. 

How can I include The Conservation Fund in my  
estate plans?
It’s easy. And there are many options to suit everyone’s 
specific needs – see common types of planned gifts on 
the back. 

Can I indicate how my gift can be used?
Of course! You can assign your gift to a particular 
program or area of the country that holds special 
meaning to you; however, an unrestricted gift provides us 
with the flexibility to use the gift where it’s needed most. 
All unrestricted bequests to The Conservation Fund go 
toward our General Revolving Fund and are used strictly 
on land conservation (no overhead or administrative 
costs). These dollars never rest; our General Revolving 

Fund is consistently deployed 100%.

*We advise you to consult your attorney or a tax professional about how tax benefits 
may apply to your specific situation. The Conservation Fund’s tax identification 
number is 52-1388917.

DONOR SPOTLIGHT
Cornerstone Society members, Tom and Elizabeth Stults, are dedicated to protecting 

the outdoors. For a decade they have supported the Fund, and are helping us redefine 

conservation to ensure a healthy world for future generations. We asked why The 

Conservation Fund matters to them.
 

“I have always felt a strong affinity for open spaces. My favorite outdoor place is 

among the lakes of Northern Michigan, a spot filled with warm memories and unique 

Midwestern beauty. Elizabeth loved spending time exploring the Hudson Valley as 

a kid, and we now love sharing these special places with our own little children. We 

feel a responsibility to preserve and improve on what we’ve inherited—it’s ours to 

appreciate and then pass on. We discovered The Conservation Fund through a desire 

to support an innovative but practical approach to conservation. We appreciate how 

the organization works with an amazing array of people and partners to secure the 

best outcome for the areas it seeks to protect or improve. By donating to the Fund, we 

feel we’re making a lasting impact—contributing to work that has a future value well 

beyond the cost to make it happen.”  
 
                   –Tom Stults, Conservation Fund donor since 2006

You are the cornerstone of The Conservation Fund’s success, 
enabling us to protect America’s favorite places every day.  
To celebrate the impact you continue to make, we created our 
Cornerstone Society. Together, we are saving—and enhancing—
the places you love.  
 
Thank you for joining us.

You’ve been with us   
almost from the 
very beginning. 
 

Cornerstone members 
have been giving since 
1988!

The Cornerstone Society 

was established in 2008 with 

73 members. By the end 
of 2015, the group had 
grown nearly 600% to 
506 members!

To date, our Cornerstone 
members have given 

$58 MILLION 
to help us conserve 
special places.

YOUR 
IMPACT

Tom and Elizabeth Stults at 

Sleeping Bear Dunes National  

Lakeshore in Michigan
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